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There Are Dangers in Being Your Own Doctor
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Andy Kessler's “It's Time to Fire Your
Doctor” (op-ed, Feb. 11), underscores
the greater problem at hand. It's clear
the author hasn't found the right
Internist or diagnostician!

The fallacy which iIs disseminated in
this piece is that the "human touch”
IS obsolete or replaceable. The forces
of big medicine and EMR have clearly
Impacted the physician’s ability to
spend adequate quality time during a
patient encounter. Itis absolutely
Incorrect to believe that performing a
physical exam, listening to a patient
and face-face contact can be
replaced by laboratory tests and a
barrage of data. Therefore, itis
wrong to mislead the public by
minimizing the role of the physician.
The astute clinician can identify
subtle nuances which may render the
elusive diagnosis. The “Art of
Medicine” is still alive.

Ronald G. Frank, M.D.

Urologist
West Orange, New Jersey
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